THE  EMPIRE  OF  INDIA
bushes and canfe-brake, embroidered here and there with the delicate fronds of tree-ferns, is overshadowed by bamboos or tall forest trees bearing on their branches thick clusters of orchids. There are, indeed, more species of OrchideeB than of any other Natural Order. As one goes west the vegetation of the outer hills becomes sparser: it is characterised by forests of a pine J which can withstand great heat.   Still further west, the hillside is imperfectly clothed with low scrub jungle, and is bare, except for a growth of prickly candelabra-shaped Euphorbias.    On the upper slopes also of the mountains the vegetation will be observed to change its character very markedly, as one passes from east to west. In the eastern Himalayas, owing to the humidity of the air, dense forests of tall magnolias can flourish at an elevation of 6,000 feet, Oaks of four kinds appear. The forest trees are hung with long festoons of pendulous lichen, which in appearance resemble the " Spanish moss " of the southern States of America.   Conifers do not flourish until a height of 9,000 feet is reached. Above the forest there are dense masses of rhododendron, decorating the hill slopes in spring time with banks of pink, crimson and mauve.   They are the most characteristic plants of this region, and no less than twenty-five species occur, some of which extend up to 16,000 feet.    In May and June grassy slopes are brilliantly carpeted with flowers of an Alpine type, violets, primulas,  and gentians.     In the western Himalayas tropical trees do not extend so high up the slopes.   The general character of the forests above 5,000 feet is markedly coniferous.   Firs, pines, and cypresses abound, and at a higher level the hill sides are often shadowed by forests of deodars, the glory of the Himalayas,    Six species of oak occur, but only one species of rhododendron, Amongst herbaceous plants balsams are very conspicuous. The Alpine flora of the higher slopes is curiously European 1 JPinus hngtfotta.
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